THE GREAT STATE

of 1850, by some wave of impulse, placed all its
resources in the hands of the ablest scientific man
alive, and asked Mm to produce a practicable pay-
ing electric vehicle before 1852, he would have at
best produced some clumsy, curious toy, or more
probably failed altogether; and, similarly, if the whole
population of the world came to the present writers
and promised meekly to do whatever it was told,
we should find ourselves still very largely at a loss
in our projects for a millennium. Yet just as
nearly every man at work upon Voltaic electricity
in 1850 knew-that he was preparing for electric
traction, so do we know that we are, with a whole
row of unsolved problems before us, working to-
wards the Great State.

Let us briefly recapitulate the main problems
which have to be attacked in the attempt to realise
the outline of the Great State. At the base of the
whole order there must be some method of agri-
cultural production, and if the agricultural labourer
and cottager and the ancient life of the small house-
holder on the holding, a life laborious, prolific, illit-
erate, limited, and in immediate contact with the
land used, is to recede and disappear, it must recede
and disappear before methods upon a much larger
scale, employing wholesale machinery and involving
great economies. It is alleged by modern writers
that the permanent residence of the cultivator in
close relation to his ground is a legacy from the days
of cumbrous and expensive transit, that the great

34